The involvement of protein phosphatases in platelet activation.
Protein phosphatase (PP) activities have long been known in platelets, but their physiological roles in platelet reactions are not well understood. Since the discovery of the okadaic acid (OA) class of compounds, potent and cell-permeable PP 1/2A inhibitors, evidence for the active involvement of PP1/2A in platelet reactions has rapidly accumulated. This article reviews the possible involvement of PP1/2A in platelet function by focusing on the effects of OA class compounds on agonist-induced platelet reactions.